Uni ldAabEn rate:

LICENSING OF REGULATED MATERIAL BY
THE FEDERAL AUTHORITY FOR NUCLEAR
REGULATION (FANR) -  SOME
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. What is the Federal Authority for
Nuclear Regulation (FANR)?

Under Article (4) of Federal Law by Decree No. 6 of
2009, Concerning the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy (the Nuclear Law), FANR was established as
a public organisation with an independent legal
personality, full legal competence and financial
and administrative independence in all its matters.

FANR is managed by a Board chaired by H.E Dr
Ahmed Mubarak Al Mazrouei. The

Director General, Dr. William Travers, oversees the
work of the Authority under the Board’s control.

2. Why do I need a Licence from the
Authority before | can use ionizing
radiation?

Under Article (23) of the Nuclear Law, a licence
from the Federal Authority for Nuclear Regulation
is required to carry out practices involving ionizing
radiation. This applies to all legal entities, whether
private or public, and includes entities operating in
free zones.

3. I have been licensed by a competent
authority under Federal Law No 1 of
2002. Do | also need a licence from
FANR?

The Nuclear Law has repealed the previous
Federal Law No. 1 of 2002 regarding the
Regulation and Control of the Use of Radiation
Sources and Protection Against their Hazards.
The new Law gives Licensees 12 months from
September 2009 to adjust their status and be
licensed by FANR.
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4.

When do | need a Licence from
FANR?

Any business or Government organization
which is or intends to become involved in
possession, use, manufacture, handling,
storage, import/export, transport and disposal
of radioactive materials, X ray generators or
other source of ionizing radiation, must apply
to the Federal Authority for Nuclear Regulation
(FANR), (Article 25) (Article 23) of the Nuclear
Law.

What sources of ionizing radiation
does FANR License?

FANR licenses all radioactive sources including
radiography, well logging and nuclear medicine
practices. It also licenses generators of ionizing
radiation such as all X ray machines, including
medical and dental X rays and security
scanners.

Are there any exemptions from
licensing?

As a general rule, all practices which use
radioactive material or sources must hold a
valid licence from FANR. Under Article (26) of
the Nuclear Law, the Board of FANR may,
within the limits of international commitments
and agreements, exempt certain facilities and
activities from the requirement for licensing,
provided that such facilities and activities do
not represent a substantial threat to safety. A
draft regulation on radiation protection that
deals with exemptions is in preparation.

How do | apply for a licence?

Application forms together with a guide to the
application are available from FANR by emailing
fanr.licensing@fanr.gov.ae or by telephoning
02 651 6644.
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10.

11.

12.

What if | want to export/import
Radiation Source?

A licensee wishing to acquire or return a source
to/from the UAE must first obtain an import or
export license from FANR. A licence to
import/export may be one of the activities
authorised by a FANR licence to use radiation.
Each individual import or export that is within
the coverage of a FANR licence requires an
individual permission from FANR.

Do | have to pay for a License?

At present, FANR has not established licence
fees.

How long will it take to process my
application?

It normally takes up to a month to process a
new licence application, through this can vary
depending on the complexity of the
application. You should apply for a licence as
soon as possible, but no later than two months
before the date that you intend to acquire the
source of ionizing.

What happens if my licence
application is refused?

If you are refused a licence you may seek a
review of the decision by submitting a
reasoned request to the Board of FANR.

Who would make the licence
application on behalf of my
company?

The licence application should be authorised by
the responsible member of the senior
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13.

14

15

management of the entity seeking a licence e.g.
the general manager, the managing director,
the hospital administrator, the chief executive
officer or an equivalent.

What information must | include in
my application form?

You will be asked to provide detailed
information about your business or practice,
and the sources of radiation which you are
using or intend to acquire. Prior to being
granted a licence you will have to demonstrate
to FANR that there is an appropriate radiation
protection program in place.

.What is a radiation protection

program?

In addition to meeting general legal obligations,
licensees must also draw up a radiation
protection program, specific to the practices.
The parts of a radiation protection program
include:

e Management structure

e The radiation protection responsibilities

e A program for education and training

e Local rules and supervision

e Controlled and supervised areas

e The program of work place monitoring

e Arrangement for individual monitoring

e A health surveillance program

e Safety assessment

e Anemergency plan

e Quality assurance and improvement

.What checks are carried out on
licensees?
FANR routinely carries out inspections to

ensure that licensees are in compliance with
safety procedures both regulatory and licensing
conditions.
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16.What if | fail to comply with bgyh o Al dagpdd plidu A cdd] of 13,16
regulatory or licensing conditions? £ oaud i)

FANR has a number of options for dealing with oy slagiwl pac go Jola Ul asupl) Sy
failure to comply with licensing conditions, SRV Y]
these include

. . L . Szl gl JMS Lo il by dueis e

e Enforcing licence conditions within a il s e
prescribed time scale )_J| § o
e Suspending the licence a '.')Q“ 6LZ>L6.0 R

e Withdrawing the licence

e Prosecuting the licensee )
35> Sao e eVl Sl Wwdgiiwg

The action would depend upon the seriousness Vgilall asllxo
of the breach of law.
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